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In these lawsuits, purchasers of new automobiles sued American and 

Canadian automobile manufacturers, distributors and dealers’ associations.  

They claimed that an unlawful conspiracy existed among the defendants to 

prevent new motor vehicles sold in Canada from being imported to the United 

States.  The defendants denied these assertions.  Lawsuits making these claims 

in various federal courts around the country were transferred to Maine for 

pretrial proceedings before United States District Judge D. Brock Hornby. 

Two defendants entered into settlement agreements with the plaintiffs.  

On March 28, 2008, the Court of Appeals for the First Circuit dismissed the 

one remaining federal claim because the changing exchange rate had removed 

the threat of future federal injury.  The Court of Appeals remanded the issue of 

class certification for the 20 state law damage claims (Arizona, Arkansas, 

California, Idaho, Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota, 

South Dakota, Tennessee, Vermont, West Virginia and Wisconsin) for 

reconsideration upon completion of discovery. 

On July 2, 2009, Judge Hornby granted the remaining defendants’ joint 

motion for summary judgment, which mooted the remaining motions for 

summary judgment and the renewed motion for class certification.  Thereafter, 

judgment was entered in favor of the non-settling, non-bankrupt defendants:  

Chrysler Canada, Inc.; Ford Motor Company; Ford Motor Company of Canada, 

Ltd.; General Motors of Canada, Ltd.; American Honda Motor Co.; Honda 

Canada, Inc.; and Nissan North America, Inc. 
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Settlements with Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. and Canadian 

Automobile Dealers Association totaling approximately $37 million have been 

approved by the court.  In addition, the court has approved the plan of 

distribution and notice has been provided to class members in 24 states 

(Arizona, Arkansas, California, District of Columbia, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, 

Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, 

Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, South 

Dakota, Tennessee, Vermont, West Virginia and Wisconsin).  The time for filing 

claims or opting out of the class has passed.  Final Judgment entered on 

February 3, 2012.  

The claims administrator is in the process of distributing the settlement 

funds.  

 For more information, contact Liaison Counsel: 
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