
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT OF MAINE 

 

AMY EAMES,        ) 

 Plaintiff,       ) 

                                                    ) 

      v.                                                 )         Civil No. 11-345-B-T           

      ) 

MICHAEL J. ASTRUE,             )      

Commissioner of Social Security,           ) 

 Defendant.              ) 

____________________________________) 

 

 ORDER 

 

Pursuant to the power of this Court to enter a judgment affirming, modifying 

or reversing the Commissioner’s decision with remand in Social Security actions 

under sentence four of section 205(g) of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. § 405(g), 

and in light of the government’s request to remand this action for further 

development of the record by an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ), IT IS HEREBY 

ORDERED that, upon remand, the case will be assigned to a different ALJ, who 

will be instructed to update the record and offer Plaintiff a new hearing.  The ALJ 

will be instructed to obtain psychological or psychiatric expert opinion evidence 

concerning the nature, severity, and limiting effects, if any, of Plaintiff’s 

impairments, both with and without consideration of Plaintiff’s polysubstance 

abuse.  The ALJ will be instructed to proceed through the sequential evaluation 

process, and will also be instructed that should the ALJ find Plaintiff disabled when 

her polysubstance abuse is considered, the ALJ shall follow the guidance set forth 

in the Commissioner’s Program Operations Manual System (POMS) at section DI 

90070.50 in assessing whether substance abuse is material to a finding of disability.  



The ALJ will obtain vocational expert evidence, if necessary, before issuing a new 

decision. 

Therefore, this court hereby reverses the Commissioner’s decision under 

sentence four of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g) with a remand of the cause to the Commissioner 

for further proceedings.  See Shalala v. Schaefer, 509 U.S. 292, 296-97 (1993); 

Melkonyan v. Sullivan, 501 U.S. 89, 98 (1991).  The clerk of the court will enter a 

separate judgment pursuant to Rule 58 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 

SO ORDERED. 

 

/s/ Nancy Torresen 

U.S. District Judge 

 

Dated this 27th day of February, 2012. 

 

 

 

 


