
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

DISTRICT OF MAINE 
 
 
IN RE: TRS RECOVERY SERVICES, INC. ] 
AND TELECHECK SERVICES, INC.,  ]  CIVIL DOCKET NO. 
FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ]  2:13-MD-2426-DBH  
ACT (FDCPA) LITIGATION   ] 
 
 

PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE ORDER UPON TRANSFER 
PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. § 1407(a) 

 
 

1. This order shall govern the practice and procedure in those actions 
transferred to this Court by the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation 
pursuant to their order of February 8, 2013, as well as all related actions 
originally filed in this court or transferred or removed to this Court.  
These actions are listed in Schedule A, attached hereto.  This order shall 
also govern the practice and procedure in any tag-along actions 
transferred to this court by the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation 
pursuant to Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of that Panel subsequent 
to the filing of the final transfer order and any related actions 
subsequently filed in this Court or otherwise transferred or removed to 
this Court. 

 
2. The actions described in paragraph 1 of this order are consolidated for 

pretrial purposes. 
 
3. Any pleading or paper shall be filed electronically; no copies will be 

necessary.  All papers filed in these actions shall bear the identification 
“Civil Docket No. 2:13-md-2426-DBH,” and when such paper relates to 
all these actions, the MDL docket number shall be followed only by the 
notation “ALL CASES.”  If such paper does not relate to all of these 
actions, the individual docket numbers assigned by the Clerk of Court 
(as listed in Schedule A, attached hereto) of those actions to which the 
paper relates shall also be listed. 

 
4. Any paper which is to be filed in any of these actions shall be filed with 

the Clerk of this Court and not with the transferor district court. 
 
5. Counsel who appeared in the transferor district court prior to the 

transfer need not enter a separate appearance before this Court. 
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6. Prior to the initial pretrial conference, service of all papers shall be made 
on ECF.  Any lawyer who wishes to have his or her name added to or 
deleted from the Attorney Service List may do so upon ECF request to the 
Clerk of this Court. 

 
7. No parties to any of these actions shall be required to obtain local 

counsel in this District and the requirements of Rule 83.1(c)(1) of the 
Rules of this Court are waived as to any lawyer appearing in these 
actions who is duly admitted to practice before any United States court. 

 
8. Hearings shall not be held on any motions filed except by order of court 

upon such notice as the Court may direct. 
 
9. Any paper filed in any of these actions which is substantially identical to 

any other paper filed in another of these actions shall be sufficient if it 
incorporates by reference the paper to which it is substantially identical.  
Where counsel for more than one party plan to file substantially identical 
papers, they shall join in the submission of such papers and shall file 
only one paper on behalf of all so joined. 

 
10. Any orders, including protective orders entered by any transferor district 

court, shall remain in full force and effect unless modified by this Court 
upon application. 

 
11. All discovery proceedings in these actions are STAYED until further 

order of this Court, and the time requirements to perform any acts or file 
any papers pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 26 through 37 are tolled until the 
initial pretrial conference at which time a discovery schedule will be 
established. 

 
12. The court will be guided by the Manual for Complex Litigation, Fourth 

approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States and counsel are 
directed to familiarize themselves with that publication. 

 
13. The Court will also be guided by the Rules of Procedure of the Judicial 

Panel on Multidistrict Litigation. 
 
14. Counsel should familiarize themselves the Local Rules of this Court 

which may be viewed at http://www.med.uscourts.gov/local-rules.  At this 
website you will also find opinions filed in MDL cases 
http://www.med.uscourts.gov/Opinions/Hornby/MDL/, and miscellaneous 
information regarding MDL under Operations and Filings. 

 
15. Counsel should visit http://www.med.uscourts.gov/nodeblock/electronic-

case-files to view (a) the Administrative Procedures Governing the Filing 
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and Service by Electronic Means, (b) the User Manual and (c) information 
regarding on-line training.  You may also download the ECF registration 
form.  Completed ECF registration forms may be emailed to 
newcases.portland@med.uscourts.gov for processing. 

 
16. The case manager responsible for this litigation is Melody Whitten 

(207.780.3356 ext. 5111) to whom all inquiries shall be made.  The 
mailing address of the Court is: U.S. District Court, 156 Federal 
Street, Portland, ME  04101.  Any requests for copies shall be directed 
to Bob Allen at bob_allen@med.uscourts.gov or 207.780.3356 ext. 5100. 

 
17. All other matters will be discussed at the initial pretrial conference to be 

held on Tuesday, March 19, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  By Friday, March 15, 
2013, counsel shall furnish suggestions for items to be included on the 
agenda for this conference. 

 
SO ORDERED. 

 
DATED THIS 20TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2013 

 
 
       /s/D. Brock Hornby                      
       D. BROCK HORNBY 
       UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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SCHEDULE A 
 
 
Central District of California 
Sylvia Greer v. TRS Recovery Services, Inc., et al., C.A.  No. 2:12-07414 
 
District of Kansas 
DellaRina M. Stout v. TRS Recovery Services, Inc., et al., C.A. No. 2:12-02561 
 
District of Maine 
Jean LaRocque v. TRS Recovery Services, Inc., et al., C.A. No. 2:11-00091 
 
Southern District of New York 
Joann Bucko v. TRS Recovery Services, Inc., et al., C.A. No. 1:12-06607 
 
Middle District of North Carolina 
Jamie Cook v. TRS Recovery Services, Inc., et al., C.A. No. 1:12-00999 
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U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF MAINE (PORTLAND) 
CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE: 2:13-MD-2426-DBH 
 

Dellarina M. Stout, on behalf of 
herself and all others similarly 
situated, 
 
and 
 

Represented By D. Matthew Durgin 
Smith Marco, PC – KS 
8508 West 90th Terrace, Suite 100 
Overland Park, KS  66212 
(913) 908-2313 
email: mdurgin@smithmarco.com 
 
James A. Francis 
John Soumilas 
Francis & Mailman, PC 
Land Title Building, 19th floor 
100 South Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA  19110 
(215) 735-8600 
email: 
jfrancis@consumerlawfirm.com 
jsoumilas@consumerlawfirm.com 
 

Jean LaRocque, by and through her 
Appointed Power of Attorney, Deidre 
Spang, on behalf of herself and all 
others similarly situated, 

Represented By David A. Searles 
James A. Francis 
John Soumilas 
Francis & Mailman, PC 
Land Title Building, 19th floor 
100 South Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA  19110 
(215) 735-8600 
email: 
dsearles@consumerlawfirm.com 
jfrancis@consumerlawfirm.com 
jsoumilas@consumerlawfirm.com 
 
Lewis J. Saul 
Jon Hinck 
Kevin M. Fitzgerald 
Lewis Saul & Associates 
183 Middle Street, Suite 200 
Portland, ME  04101 
(207) 874-7407 
email: lsaul@lewissaul.com 
jhinck@lewissaul.com 
kfitzgerald@lewissaul.com 
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Joann Bucko, on behalf of herself 
and all others similarly situated, 
 
and 
 
 

Represented By Brian Lewis Bromberg 
Michael Noah Litrownik 
Bromberg Law Office P.C. 
40 Exchange Place 
New York, NY  10005 
(212) 248-7906 
email: brian@bromberglawoffice.com 
mike@bromberglawoffice.com 
 

Jamie Cook, on behalf of herself and 
all others similarly situated, 
 
and 
 
 

Represented By James A. Francis 
John Soumilas 
Francis & Mailman, PC 
(see above for address) 
 
Leonard A. Bennett 
Consumer Litigation Associates, P.C. 
763 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Suite 1-A 
Newport News, VA  23601 
(757) 930-3660 
email: lenbennett@clalegal.com 
 

Sylvia Greer, 
 
     Plaintiffs 

Represented By Stephanie R. Tatar 
Tatar Law Firm, APC 
3500 West Olive Avenue, Suite 300 
Burbank, CA  91505 
(323) 744-1146 
email: 
stephanie@thetatarlawfirm.com 
 

v. 
   

TRS Recovery Services, Inc., 
 
and 
 
Telecheck Services, Inc., 
 
     Defendants 
 

Represented By Benjamin W. Jenkins 
Clifford Ruprecht 
Donald R. Frederico 
Nolan Ladislav Reichl 
Pierce Atwood LLP 
Merrill's Wharf 
254 Commercial Street 
Portland, ME  04101 
(207) 791-1100 
email: bjenkins@pierceatwood.com 
cruprecht@pierceatwood.com 
dfrederico@pierceatwood.com 
nreichl@pierceatwood.com 
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Concepcion A. Montoya 
Elizabeth Kathryn Devine 
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP 
780 Third Avenue 
New York, NY  10017 
(212) 471-6228 
email: cmontoya@hinshawlaw.com 
edevine@hinshawlaw.com 
 
Renee Choy Ohlendorf 
Hinshaw And Culbertson LLP 
11601 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 800 
Los Angeles, CA  90025-1744 
(310) 909-8052 
email: rohlendorf@hinshawlaw.com 
 
J. Nick Badgerow 
Spencer Fane Britt & Browne LLP 
40 Corporate Woods, Suite 700 
9401 Indian Creek Parkway 
Overland Park, KS  66210-2005 
(913) 345-8100 
email: nbadgerow@spencerfane.com 
 
Jeffrey Dean Patton 
Richard Scott Adams 
Spilman Thomas & Battle PLLC 
110 Oakwood Drive, Suite 500 
Winston-Salem, NC  27103 
(336) 725-4491 
email: jpatton@spilmanlaw.com 
sadams@spilmanlaw.com 
 

 


